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What is this ? 



Do you think... 

Is there an absolute truth? Does everyone 

hold the same truth? 

How do you view your world? What is 

real?  

How do you determine what is to be 

known? How to validate truth? What is 

knowledge? 

How do you find out knowledge? 



Perspective 

Paradigm 

Worldview 

Epistemology 

Ontology 

Philosophy 



-isms 

Positivism 

Interpretivism (Subjectivism) 

Post-positivism 

Constructivism 

Pragmatism 

Structuralism (Post-Structuralism) 

Post-Modernism (Feminism, Critical Realism) 

Social Constructionism 

(Onwuegbuzie, 2000) 



Why all the -isms? 

Regardless of whether investigators 

identify the philosophical traditions from 

which their research questions emerge, all 

research is comprised of at least one set 

of philosophical beliefs about the nature of 

research and the purpose of scientific 

investigation. 

(Thorkildsen, 2005) 



A few ways to look at it 

Scholar Terms used 

Crotty 

(1998) 

Epistemology > Theoretical Perspective 

> Methodology > Method 

Thorkildsen 

(2005) 

Philosophy > Theory > Measurement 

Guba & 

Lincoln 

(1994) 

Paradigm > Ontological Assumption > 

Epistemology Assumption > 

Methodology > Instrumentation 

Creswell 

(2008) 

Worldview > Methodology > Method 



John Creswell (2008) 

Postposivitism Constructivism 

- Determination 

- Reductionism 

- Empirical observation & 

measurement 

- Theory verification 

- Understanding 

- Multiple participant meanings 

- Social & historical 

construction 

- Theory generation 

Advocacy/Participatory Pragmatism 

- Political 

- Empowerment Issue-

oriented 

- Collaborative  

- Change-oriented 

- Consequences of actions 

- Problem-centered 

- Pluralistic 

- Real-world practice oriented 



Guba & Lincoln (1994) 

Paradigm Positivism Postpostivism Critical Theory Constructivism 

Ontology Naïve realism–

“real” reality 

but 

apprehendable 

 

Critical realism –

“real” reality but 

only imperfectlyand 

probabilistically 

apprehendable. 

Historical realism –

virtual reality is shaped 

by social, political, 

cultural, economic, 

ethnic, and gender 

values; crystallized 

over time 

Relativism–local 

and specific 

constructed 

realities 

Epistemolog

y 

Dualistic / 

objectivist; 

findings true. 

 

Modified 

dualist/objectivist; 

critical tradition/ 

community; findings 

probably true 

Transactional/ 

subjectivist; value 

mediated findings. 

 

Transactional/ 

subjectivist; 

created findings 

 

Methodolog

y 

Experimental/ 

manipulative; 

verification of 

hypotheses; 

chiefly 

quantitative 

method 

Modified 

experimental/ 

manipulative; 

critical multiplism; 

falsification of 

hypotheses; may 

include qualitative 

methods 

Dialogic/dialectical 

 

Hermeneutical/ 

dialectical. 

 



Epistemology  

Theoretical 

Perspective  

Methodology 

Method  

(Crotty, 1998)  

Michael Crotty (1998) 



 

(Crotty, 1998:5)  



(Crotty, 1998:5-6)  



Thorkildsen (2005) 

Philosophy 

• The use of 
reason and 
argument in 
seeking truth 
and knoweldge 
of reality, 
especially of 
the causes and 
nature of things 
and the 
principles 
governing 
existence 

Theory 

• A 
supposition 
or system of 
ideas 
explaining 
something 

Measurement 

• Ascertain the 
extent or 
quantity of a 
thing by 
comparison 
with a fixed 
unit or with an 
object of 
known size 



Thorkildsen (2005) 

Philosopical level 

Identify abstract relationships among 
theories, evidence and inferences 

Theoretical level 

Offer concrete representations 

Measurement level 

Narrow the focus to imagine the 
characteristics of each form of evidence 



Philosophy 

Philosophy Brief Definition 

Postpositivism The highest form of knowledge is assumed to be a 

description of sensory phenomena. Truth about reality 

serves as a regulative ideal to strive for, but is unlikely to be 

defined 

Pragmatism The meaning of ideas is assumed to be the same as the 

practical effects of adopting those ideas and putting them 

into practice 

Empiricism Knowledge is tied directly to sensory contents of 

consciousness or to other expressed classes of experience. 

Other form of knowledge are assumed to be nonexistenct 

Rationalism Unaided reason can lead to the acquisition and justification 

of knowledge and is preferred over sensory experience 

Relativism Turth is assumed to be in the eye of the beholder and there 

can be no universal understading of reality 



Theory 
Theory Brief Description 

Behaviourism Study behaviour and its causes 

Critical theory Label the effects of power hierachies and subjective experience during 

particular historical periods 

Ethnographic 

theory 

Study cultures and how individuals’ behaviour is regulated by their 

environment 

Hermeneutic 

theory 

Construct theories such that one element can only be understood in terms 

of the meaning of others or the whole 

Linguistic theory Study language and its role in communication 

Personality 

theory 

Explore individuals’ characteristics and the phenomena of personhood 

Social-cognitive 

theory 

Study psychological functioning in social contexts 

Symbolic 

interactionism 

Question how symbols and understandings give meaning to human 

interactions 

System theory Identify how people and contexts reflect different levels of a common 

system 



Measurement 

Measurement Brief Description 

Experiment To determine the influence of a treatment on randomly 

selected participants who are randonly assigned to 

groups 

Survey Sampling attitudes, personality characteristics or 

behaviour using questionnaire or other recording devices 

Grounded 

theory 

To identify processes, actions or interactions at a broad, 

conceptual level 

Ethnographic To explore shared patterns of behaviour, thoughts, and 

feelings in a particular cultural context 

Narrative 

inquiry 

To offer a thick description of individual lives 

Action research Practitioners gather and analyse data to inform daily 

practice 



What is the focus of your research in the 
topic of 

Understanding 
Plagiarism 



You are … if you focus … 

Your theoretical 

assumption 

Your focus 

Behaviourism How can plagiarism be reduced? 

Critical theory Who has the power in deciding the level of plagiarism and who is 

oppressed? 

Ethnographic theory How is plagiarism varied across different cultures? 

Hermeneutic theory At FC, how do lecturers and students make meaning out of ethics in 

academic writing? 

Linguistic theory How do different languages affect the level of plagiarism? 

Personality theory What are the characteristics of the students who commit high level of 

plagiarism? 

Social-cognitive 

theory 

How does students’ engagement in FC affect their pactice of plagiarism? 

Symbolic 

interactionism 

What do the scores on Turn-it-in symbolise and how do people interpret 

them? 

Systems theory How does the combination of a person’s environment, personality, 

social-cognitive abilities and intelligence affect the tendency to 

plagiarise? 
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